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Overall Objective

This Second Workshop explores the relationship between Al, Law, Ethics, and Civic Technologies (Civic
Tech), and is specifically concerned with the interaction between Al, Human Rights and the Rule of
Law. These CSIC projects are aimed at creating research networks. In accordance with the proposal,
the programme pursues three interrelated aims: (i) the design and governance of social ecosystems
through advanced artificial intelligence techniques — including electronic institutions, multi-agent
systems, and Large Language Models (LLMs); (ii) the alignment of such systems with the ethical and
legal imperatives of the rule of law, encompassing the protection of human rights against social,
ethnic, and gender discrimination, the regulation of emergent financial markets, and the cultivation
of resilient and sustainable human—machine interactions; and (iii) the consolidation of a scientific
network committed to the development of intelligent regulatory frameworks.

The planned Workshops examine the operational convergence between Civic Artificial Intelligence
(CAl) and Civic Technologies — digital instruments conceived to foster open, transparent, and
accountable governance. Grounded in the conviction that artificial intelligence must remain at the
service of society, they bring together research on human-centred electronic institutions, LawTech,
RegTech, and computational law, with a view to addressing the normative, ethical, and policy

dimensions of increasingly complex digital environments.

Specific Objective

This second Workshop is specifically concerned with the interaction between Al, Human Rights and

the Rule of Law.

The format is deliberately flexible, accommodating both focused contributions — including work in
progress by doctoral researchers — and broader presentations of consolidated research projects. This
first gathering is intended, above all, as an opportunity for mutual orientation: each team is invited to
articulate the distinctive contours of its research agenda, enabling all partners to develop a clear and
comparative understanding of one another’s perspectives and priorities. The following questions may
serve as a structural guide: (i) What are the fundamental research questions and objectives pursued,
and what results have already been obtained? (ii) Upon what theoretical and methodological
foundations does the work rest? (iii) What analytical and empirical methods are employed? (iv) What

are the projected next steps?

These questions are offered as suggestions only. Each participant is entirely free to determine the
form and emphasis they consider most appropriate for presenting their research — including, where
relevant, the sharing of results of publishable quality. In that event, a double-blind peer-review

process will take place after the Workshop.



List of Topics

The workshop topics, grouped in four thematic clusters, include but are not limited to:

1. Al Core for Computational Law and Regulatory Systems

Automated Compliance: architectures for monitoring adherence to the rule of law in private
and public sectors.

RegTech and LawTech innovations: Al-driven tools for legal reasoning, contract analysis, and
regulatory reporting.

Smart Electronic Institutions: design and formalisation of normative multi-agent systems.

Algorithmic Governance: mechanisms for enforcing transparency and accountability in
automated decision-making.

Values and principles models: modelling.

2. Al-Driven Civic Technologies and Public Administration

Al for Open Government: enhancing Open Government Partnership (OGP) objectives
through intelligent data analysis.

Participatory Platforms: integrating LLMs and agents into participatory budgeting and public
debate forums.

Service Delivery Optimisation: using Al to improve responsiveness and equity in public
service distribution.

Digital Democracy: tools for mobilising citizen engagement and combating corruption in
decentralised environments.

3. Al Interplay with Ethics, Human Rights, and Social Ecosystems

Algorithmic Fairness: detection and mitigation of social, ethnic, and gender discrimination in
civic Al systems.

Human-Centric Interfaces: designing resilient human—machine interaction (HMl) for public
services.

Data Sovereignty and Privacy: reconciling open-data initiatives with individual privacy rights.

Resilience and Sustainability: long-term viability of Al-mediated social ecosystems in
changing political landscapes.

Online Dispute Resolution: technology and Al for automated and semi-automated conflict
resolution.

4. Technical Foundations of Civic Al

LLMs in Governance: fine-tuning and prompt engineering for legal and civic applications.

Multi-Agent Simulations: modelling policy impacts and social dynamics before
implementation.

Trust and Reputation Models: computational approaches to justifying official actions and
assigning responsibility.
Agentic Al Governance: process models within legal constraints.



Programme

All times are CEST. Sydney / Melbourne / Brisbane are 8 hours ahead (05:00 p.m. — 09:00 p.m.). Each
presentation is allocated 20 minutes, inclusive of questions. The programme is organised in four

thematic clusters, two per day.

Friday, 26 June

Clusters | and Il — Computational Law and Regulatory Systems - Civic Technologies and Public

Administration

Opening Session

09:00 — 09:05 Welcome and presentation of the agenda — Professor Patrick Keyzer (ACU)

09:05 - 09:15 Brief summary of the CAl i-Link Project — Pompeu Casanovas (IlIA-CSIC / La
Trobe / UAB)

09:15 - 09:35 . ) ) ) .
Ozana Olariu, University of Granada, John Zeleznikow (LTU). Human Rights-
Compliant Artificial Intelligence - Regulatory Frameworks for Upholding
Democracy and the Rule of Law in the Digital Age

09:35 - 09:55 Discussion.

09:55 — 10:15 Thu Nguyen, Simeon J. Simoff, David Arness, Quang Vinh Nguyen, The Mindful
Political Economy of Al: Emancipatory Approaches

10:15-10:35 Discussion

10:35-10:55 . .
Patrick Keyzer (ACU), Mustafa Hashmi (ACU), Pompeu Casanovas (llIA-CSIC).
Theorising Access to Justice for People in Closed Environments

10:55-11:15 Discussion

11:15-11:35

11:35-11:40 Short break
11:40-12:00
12:00-12:20

12:20 -12:40



12:40 -13:00



Abstracts

Abstracts are presented in the order in which the contributions appear in the programme.

Patrick Keyzer (ACU), Mustafa Hashmi (ACU), Pompeu Casanovas (llIA-CSIC). Theorising Access to
Justice for People in Closed Environments

For human rights to work, they need to be accessible, or open. In this “White Paper” we position legal
ecosystems as a way to implement the Mandela Rules (the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners). Adopting a legal-ethical value chain model, we suggest how compliance can be
modelled, enabling implementation. Two caveats frame this project. First, its realisation does not
depend on technological breakthroughs yet to come: the computational tools required — large
language models, formal-logic engines, knowledge-graph architectures, and explainable-Al
frameworks — are already mature and widely deployed, so the task is one of adaptation and
integration rather than invention. Second, artificial intelligence and automated data analysis are to be
understood as the final layer of the ecosystem rather than its starting point: they can legitimately be
built only once a solid framework for controlling, validating and monitoring their outputs is already in
place. We argue that the model we propose here would be particularly beneficial in closed
environments; for prisoners, prison administrators and prisoner advocates. Our aim is to achieve
“open rights” and contribute to what can be termed Civic Al, a specific branch of Civic Technologies
focused on the use of Al tools to enhance and implement regulatory models and ethical and legal
ecosystems. The deployment of artificial intelligence to state the law and resolve disputes in real time
creates extraordinary opportunities. It also creates risks which are considered in this paper. In this
sense, the smart legal ecosystem we describe is a governance project that happens to rely on
technologies already at hand, but is oriented and capable of creating new formal languages to extract
rules from norms and establish the necessary framework for the generation of the legal ecosystem
that is needed for the implementation of the Mandela rules.

This is a White paper. It does not report an experiment, a proof of concept, or a deployed use case. Its
contribution is conceptual and architectural. We set out the benefits, and equally the challenges, of
three tasks: (i) modelling the Mandela Rules so as to build a genuinely useful Civic Al tool; (ii) building
a smart legal ecosystem that includes all of its stakeholders — not only prisoners and their advocates,
but also prison officers, inspectors, judges, administrators, police and governments; and (iii) modelling
across at least three levels of abstraction — micro, meso and macro — together with the embedded
contexts within which norms acquire their meaning. Deontic event-calculus is used only at the close
of the paper, to formalise a small number of Rules by way of illustration, and to expose the difficulties
of formalisation as candidly as its possibilities.

Ozana Olariu, University of Granada, John Zeleznikow (LTU). Human Rights-Compliant Artificial
Intelligence - Regulatory Frameworks for Upholding Democracy and the Rule of Law in the Digital
Age

Al offers unprecedented opportunities alongside profound challenges for human rights, democracy,
and the rule of law. We explore the necessity of integrating human rights principles into Al
development and governance to mitigate risks such as algorithmic bias, discrimination, and threats to
fundamental freedom:s.



We highlight how Al’s pervasive influence requires a robust, multi-level regulatory framework
grounded in international and regional human rights instruments.

The paper examines the European Union’s Al Act and the Council of Europe’s Framework Convention
on Al, Human Rights, Democracy, and the Rule of Law, emphasizing their complementary approaches
and highlights their pitfalls, in the broader regional regulatory context.

The analysis underscores the global imperative for human rights centric Al regulation that prioritizes
human dignity, equality, and accountability.

Thu Nguyen, Simeon J. Simoff, David Arness, Quang Vinh Nguyen, The Mindful Political Economy of
Al: Emancipatory Approaches

This paper adopts a conceptual research design, based on an integrative literature review, to examine
how power, responsibility, and attention are organised within contemporary Al systems as an
emerging “Al empire”. Drawing on this analysis, the paper develops a theoretically grounded
framework to deepen understanding of the unfolding contexts of Al and the prospects for better
practices. The paper makes two key contributions. First, it proposes the Mindful Political Economy of
Al (MPEA) as a four-level framework that links individual awareness, organisational practices,
institutional governance, and political-economic structures. This work reveals limitations in many
responsible Al approaches, which often prioritise technical and ethical issues while paying insufficient
attention to underlying power relations. It highlights attention and awareness as central processes
through which Al shapes human subjects in the Al Empire. Second, the paper explains how Al systems
shape human attention, awareness, and agency. It shows how Al influences how people think, make
decisions, and engage with the Al Empire-mediated environments. It provides new insights into how
Al structures human experience and suggests avenues for broader social outcomes in confronting the
Empire of Al.
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